
Over the next 4 years leading into the Olympic Games with the new 

proposed Kite Racing Class, these instances below can become potential 

problems for the kiters, regatta organizing staff and jury members holding 

protests 

 

Race Site 

It is proposed to check in 3 kites and 1 board, so the race area will ideally have to be 

a long wide-open stretch of beach to accommodate the competitors coming back and 

forth to the beach site in-between races to rest and change gear. It will be difficult 

and time consuming, and at times, impossible at venues like Kiel or Spa for up to 80 

kites. 

 

Redress/Protest Access to the Beach 

The Jury Members are going to have to be able to deal with redress and protest 

issues with the proposed elimination heats, so they will not only have to be on the 

water judging, but on the shore to hear protests immediately, to ensure the next 

heats can run smoothly. 

 

Wind and Water Conditions on Course Areas 

When there is a lot of current and tide on the race course with unstable winds, for 

example, could cause instances for support boats needing to rescue kiters. A 

kiteboarder getting pushed with the current at the same time as the wind is 

decreasing will result in the kite dropping out of the sky into the water which then 

becomes too heavy to relaunch and the kiter cannot make it back to the shore. Also, 

when the course is too far away from the beach with or without current, and the 

wind drops under 4 knots and no kite can fly anymore, every kiteboarder will have to 

get rescued to make it back to the shore. RS-X windsurfers can pump their way back 

to the beach, without any help in 0-4 knots. 

 

Time Leaving the Shore When Launching 

Each kite requires a minimum of 100ft X 20ft of space to launch and it will take 5 

minutes. It the beach and/or launching area is limited in size, time constraints will be 

very difficult. For example, depending on the wind direction in some situations, only 

1-3 kiters will be able to launch and leave at a time. if someone is coming back to 

shore, there will be further delays. If there is an event with 80 kiters, and minimal 

access, it will take an inordinate amount of time just to launch the kites for a 9am 

start. Kiters preparing to race will a) stay on shore as long as possible; b) choose 

their kite size as late as possible; c) choose the maximum size kite that they can 

possibly use. This all spells serious complications at an event as they all try to launch 

at the same time. Perhaps the SI's can prevent this from happening but not at every 

venue and for every event. 

 

There will also be instances when the starts are delayed while the race committee is 

setting the course and kiteboards are out on the race course. In variable winds and 

also in light air, if the wind increases suddenly, now the kiters need to change down 

in kite size. There will be a mad rush back to the shore causing dangerous situations 

with kiters overpowered. Missed races and potential applications for redress will 

occur, again making more problems for the race organizers. 


